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SHAPED SEAL FOR SEALING A POWER-OPERATED CLOSING DEVICE 



FIRST PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examining the application please amend the claims to read as follows, a copy of 
the claims showing the changes is attached as Attachment A. 



1 . A shaped seal for sealing a power-operated closing device, including an anti-trap 
guard comprising at least two electrically conductive portions spaced away from each other, 
whose contact triggers a switching action for activating the drive assembly of said closing ; 
device, at least one of said portions being electrically conductive connected to a metallic 
conductor to reduce the volume resistivity, characterized in that said metallic conductor is 
configured as a carrier for securing said shaped seal and/or as a flange or frame to which said 
shaped seal is securable. 

2. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said carrier contacts said 
electrically conductive portion. 

3. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said carrier is surrounded 
partly or fully by said electrically conductive portion. 

4. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said carrier is provided 
with recesses. 

5. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said electrically 
conductive portion extends up to the outer side of said shaped seal. 



CLAIMS 
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6. - The shaped seal as set forth in claim 5, characterized in that said electrically 
conductive portion comprises lips or tabs for securing said shaped seal to said flange or to said 
frame. 

7. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said anti-trap guard 
portion comprises a hollow chamber in which at least one of said electrically conductive portions 
is arranged. 

8. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 7, characterized in that said hollow chamber 
serves to seal said powered closing device. ^ 

\9. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said electrically 
conductive portion provided separate from said carrier, said flange, or said frame comprises a 
metallic conductor. _ 
REMARKS ^ 

The forgoing Preliminary Amendment removes the multiple dependent claims. 

Favorable action is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 26,990 
Harter, Secrest & Emery LLP 
1 600 Bausch & Lomb Place 
Rochester, New York 14604-271 1 

Dated: September 21, 2001 
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Shaped Seal for Sealing a Power-Operated Closing Device 



(amended) Description 



The present invention relates to a shaped seal or sealing profile for wea- 
thersealing a powered closing device; including an anti-trap guard com- 
prising at least two electrically conductive portions spaced away from 
each other, whose contact triggers a switching action for activating the 
drive assembly of the closing device in which at least one of these por- 
tions is electrically conductive connected to a metallic conductor to reduce 
the volume resistivity. 

A generic sealing profile is known from DE 197 20 713 C1 originated to 
the same Applicant. This known sealing profile comprises two electrically 
conductive portions spaced away from each other, in each- of which a 
metallic conductor is embedded to reduce the volume resistivity. The 
disadvantage in making use of these two metallic conductors is that they 
take up a lot of room, relatively, and add to the price and weight of the 
sealing profile whilst complicating production since both metallic conduc- 
tors need to be coextruded. 

Furthermore, FR 1.549.640 A discloses an anti-trap guard for a powered 
window wherein a sealing profile is incorporated in a frame. This sealing 
profile comprises an electrically conductive insert which contacts the 
frame configured as an electrical conductor in a trapped situation so as to 
trigger a switching action. In the trapped situation the insert, together with 
the sealing profile, is shifted relative to the frame, wherein flexible tongues 
on the sealing profile ensure that the sealing profile returns to its original 
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position. Actual practice has shown such a configuration to be unsatisfac- 
tory. 

It is thus the objective of the present invention to sophisticate a generic 
sealing profile to achieve cost-effective production for a low price, weight 
and space requirement. 

(continuation as of page 2 of the original description) 
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This is of advantage when a carrier of an electrically non-conductive 
material, or a carrier insulated from the electrically conductive portion, is 
used. The recesses also make it possible in these cases to produce an 
electrically conductive connection from one side of the carrier to the other. 

Advantageously the electrically conductive portion extends up to the outer 
side of the sealing profile to thus produce an electrical contact with the 
flange or frame to which the sealing profile can be secured without an 
additional electrical conductor needing to be provided, i.e. the sealing 
profile merely requiring to be secured, as usual, to the flange or frame. 

In another advantageous aspect, the electrically conductive portion 
comprises lips or tabs for securing the sealing profile to the flange or 
frame. These lips or tabs are pressed into contact with the flange or frame 
to produce a good electrical contact so that the volume resistivity of the 
sealing profile can be reliably diminished. 

In another advantageous further embodiment the anti-trap guard portion 
comprises a hollow chamber in which at least one of the electrically 
conductive portions is arranged. Advantageously, one of the electrically 
conductive portions is arranged at the inner side of the hollow chamber 
whilst the other protrudes into the hollow chamber to thus achieve a 
reliable contact between the electrically conductive portions, irrespective 
of the anti-trap guard. 

In yet another advantageous aspect the hollow chamber serves to weath- 
erseal the powered closing device. The anti-trap guard portion of the 
sealing profile in accordance with the invention then satisfies a dual 
function whilst eliminating the need for additional elements for weather- 
sealing the closing device in thus further reducing the space requirement 
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and weight as well as the price of the sealing profile in accordance with 
the invention. 

Advantageously the electrically conductive portion, provided separate from 
the carrier, flange or frame, comprises a metallic conductor, as a result of 
which the volume resistivity in this portion too is considerably reduced. 

The invention will now be detailed by way of example embodiments as 
shown in the drawing diagrammatically in which: 

Fig- 1 is a cross-section through a first embodiment of the sealing 

profile in accordance with the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a cross-section through a second embodiment of the 

sealing profile in accordance with the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a cross-section through a third embodiment of the sealing 

profile in accordance with the invention; 
Fig. 4 is a cross-section through a fourth embodiment of the sealing 

profile in accordance with the invention; and 
Fig. 5 is a system diagram of the principle involved. 

Referring now to Fig. 1 there is illustrated a first embodiment of a sealing 
profile 10 in accordance with the invention. The sealing profile 10 com- 
prises a clamping portion 11 as well as a sealing portion 12. Further 
provided is a cover 13 with which components (not shown) are covered 
after the sealing profile 10 has been secured in place. For securing it in 
place, the clamping portion 11 comprises a recess 14 into which several 
lips 15 and protuberances 16 protrude. The recess 1 4 is clasped by a 
carrier 17 having a U-shaped cross-section. For securing it in place, the 
recess 1 4 of the clamping portion 1 1 is mounted on a flange as evident 
from Fig. 5. In this arrangement the lips 15 and protuberances 16 are 
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firmly pressed against the flange in preventing release of the sealing profile 
10. 

The sealing portion 12 comprises a hollow chamber 18 which at its side 
facing a window pane 25 is provided with a friction-reducing coating 23, 
more particularly a flake coating. The window pane 25 is movable in the 
direction of the arrows 24. When the window pane 25 is closed the 
hollow chamber 1 8 is deformed so that the desired weatherseal is fur- 
nished. 

The sealing profile 10 comprises further an anti-trap guard portion 32, The 
anti-trap guard portion 32 includes two electrically conductive portions 19, 
20 spaced away from each other by an interspace 21. As soon as an 
object is trapped on closing of the window pane 25, the portion 1 9 is 
moved in the direction of the portion 20. Contact of the two portions 1 9, 
20 triggers a switching action for activating the drive assembly of the 
window pane 25. This switching action can either halt or reverse the 
movement of the window pane 25. 

The portions 19, 20 are made to advantage by adding an electrically 
conductive material to the base material of the sealing profile 1 0 by means 
of coextrusion. To reduce the volume resistivity the portions 19 comprises 
a metallic conductor 22. The portion 20 partly surrounds the carrier 17 
configured as a metallic conductor, as a result of which the volume 
resistivity of the electrically conductive portion 20 is likewise diminished. 
No additional metallic conductor is needed for the portion 20. 

In the embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 all electrically conductive compo- 
nents 17, 22 and portions 19, 20 are surrounded by the electrically non- 
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conductive material of the sealing profile 10. The sealing profile 1 0 is thus 
electrically neutral as regards its surroundings. 

Three further embodiments of a sealing profile 30, 40, 50 in accordance 
with the invention are shown in Figs. 2 to 4, whereby like or functionally 
identical components are identified by the same reference numerals as in 
Fig. 1, for the description of which, reference is made to the above 
comments to avoid tedious repetition. 

Referring now to Fig. 2 there is illustrated how the sealing profile 30 
comprises a carrier 27 which is totally surrounded by the electrically 
conductive portion 20. The carrier 27 is provided with recesses 28 
through which the material of the electrically conductive portion 20 
penetrates. The contact surface area between the electrically conductive 
portion 20 and the carrier 27 is substantially increased by the recesses 28. 
Furthermore, any potential difference can be conducted from one side of 
the carrier 27 through the recesses 28 to the other side of the carrier 27 
solely through the portion 20. Even when not using a non-conductive 
carrier 27 the inner side and outer side of the carrier 27 are electrically 
interconnected by the recesses 28. 

The electrically conductive portion 20 extends up to the outer side of the 
sealing profile 30. As soon as the sealing profile 30 is secured to a flange 
or frame, the lips 1 5 and protuberances 1 6 of the clamping portion 1 1 
come into electrically conductive contact with the flange or frame to thus 
substantially reduce the volume resistivity of the electrically conductive 
portion 20, this further making it possible to use a carrier 27 of a non- 
conductive material, such as plastics, for example. 



Referring now to Fig. 3 there is illustrated how the sealing profile 40 
comprises a hollow chamber 18 in the anti-trap guard portion 32. Ar- 
ranged in the hollow chamber 18 are the electrically conductive portions 
19, 20, the portion 20 contacting the carrier 17. Deformation of the 
hollow chamber 18 brings the portions 19, 20 into contact with each 
other in triggering the switching action as described above. 

At the same time the hollow chamber 18 of the anti-trap guard portion 32 
serves to seal off a powered closing device (not shown in Fig. 3). More 
particularly the sealing profile 40 as shown in Fig. 3 can be put to use to 
weatherseal an automotive sunroof. 

Referring now to Fig. 4 there is illustrated a sealing profile 50 in accor- 
dance with the invention which is inserted into a substantially U-shaped 
frame 51 made of an electrically conductive material. The sealing profile 
50 comprises a series of lips 52 having a friction-reducing coating 23 for 
sealing contact with the window pane 25. Tabs 53, 54 serve to secure 
the sealing profile 50. The electrically conductive portion 20 of the anti- 
trap guard portion 32 clasps the frame 51 in part and extends up to the 
outer side of the sealing profile 50. 

The sealing profiles 10, 30, 50 as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4 are particu- 
larly suitable for weathersealing automotive side windows. Referring now 
to Fig. 5 there is illustrated a system diagram of the sealing profile 30 in 
the fitted condition. The sealing profile 30 is mounted on a flange 26 by 
its clamping portion 11. The flange 26 is thus in electrically conductive 
contact with the electrically conductive portion 20 via the lips 15 and 
protuberances 16. As is usual in automotive applications, the flange 26 is 
grounded, whilst the electrically conductive portions 1 9 of the sealing 
profile 30 is connected to the anode of a voltage source (not shown). As 
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soon as the window pane 25 is lifted and the anti-trap guard portion 32 
deformed, the two portions 19, 20 come into contact with each other, 
resulting in a switching action which is signalled to a controller 31. The 
controller 31 correspondingly controls a motor 29 to move the window 
pane 25 which halts or reverses the movement of the window pane 25. 

The sealing profile 10, 30, 40, 50 in accordance with the invention 
permits total elimination of one of the metallic conductors hitherto re- 
quired, without detrimenting the anti-trap guard and sealing function. 
Instead, the space requirement, weight, costs and complications in 
production are all substantially reduced, as compared to known sealing 
profiles. 



ATTACHMENT A 

Claims 

1 . A shaped seal (10; 30; 40; 50) for sealing a power-operated closing 
device (25), including an anti-trap guard (32) comprising at least 
two electrically conductive portions (19, 20) spaced away from 
each other, whose contact triggers a switching action for activating 
the drive assembly (29) of said closing device (25), at least one of 
said portions (19, 20) being electrically conductive connected to a 
metallic conductor (17; 26; 27; 51) to reduce the volume resistivity, 
characterized in that said metallic conductor is configured as a car- 
rier (17; 27) for securing said shaped seal (10; 30; 40) and/or as a 
flange (26) or frame (51) to which said shaped seal (10; 30; 40; 50) 
is securable 

2. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said 
carrier (17) contacts said electrically conductive portion (20). 

3. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that said 
carrier (17) is surrounded partly or fully by said electrically conduc- 
tive portion (20). 

4. The shaped seal as set forth in any of the claims 1 te~3~, character- 
ized in that said carrier (27) is provided with recesses (28). 



5. The shaped seal as set forth in any of the claims 1 te-4, character- 
ized in that said electrically conductive portion (20) extends up to 
the outer side of said shaped seal (30; 50). 



6. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 5, characterized in that said 
electricaliy conductive portion (20) comprises lips (15) or tabs (54) 
for securing said shaped seal (30) to said flange (26) or to said 
frame (51 ). 

7. The shaped seal as set forth in any of the claims 1 tcr-6, character- 
ized in that said anti-trap guard portion (32) comprises a hollow 
chamber (18) in which at least one of said electrically conductive 
portions (19; 20) is arranged. 

8. The shaped seal as set forth in claim 7, characterized in that said 
hollow chamber serves to seal said powered closing device (25). 

9. The shaped seal as set forth in any of the claims 1 character- 
ized in that said electrically conductive portion (19) provided sepa- 
rate from said carrier (17; 27), said flange (26), or said frame (51) 
comprises a metallic conductor (22). 
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in an envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 
D.C 20231 on September 21, 2001 
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(54) Title: SHAPED SEAL FOR SEALING A POWER-OPERATED CLOSING DEVICE 

(54) Bezeichnung: DICHTUNGSPROFIL ZUM ABDICHTEN EINER KRAFTBETATIGTEN SCHLIESSEINR1CHTUNG 

(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a shaped seal (10) 
for sealing a power-operated closing device (25) 
comprising a jam-protection zone (32) which has 
at least two electrically conductive areas (19, 20) 
situated at a distance from each other. According 
to the invention, to save space and reduce weight 
and cost the carrier (17) is used as a metallic 
conductor for the conductive area (20) so as to 
reduce volume resistance. Alternatively or in 
addition thereto a frame can be used to which the 
shaped seal (10) can be fixed. 

(57) Zusammenfassung 

Die vorliegende Erfindung betrifft ein 
Dichtungsprofll (10) zum Abdichten einer 
kraftbetatigten Schliesseinrichtung (25) mit einem 
Einklemmschutzbereich (32), der mindestens zwei 
zueinander beabstandete, elektrisch leitfahige 
Bereiche (19, 20) aufweist. Erfindungsgemass 
wird zur Verringerung des Platzbedarfs, des 
Gewichts und der Kosten der Carrier (17) als 
metallischer Leiter fur den Bereich (20) zur 
Verringerung des Durchgangswiderstands genutzt. 
Alternativ oder zus&tzlich kann ein Rahmen 
verwendet werden, an dem das Dichtungsprofll 
(10) befestigbar ist. 
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□ 



Certified Copy 
Attached? 
YES 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



Certified Copy 
Attached? 
NO 



□ Addit ional foreign application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto: 
I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below. 



□ 
□ 



Application Number (s) 



Filing Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 



□ 



Additional provisional application 
numbers are listed on a supplemental 
priority data sheet Patent and 
Trademark Office/SB/02B attached 
hereto 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.4 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case 

on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Paten and Trademark Office Washington, DC 

20231 DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Comrmssioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



* r 1p\bSL §pe a plus sign (+) inside this bo\ "^P^ 
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PTO/SB/01 (12/97) 
Approved for use through 9/30/00. OMB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



DECLARATION - UTILITY OR DESIGN PATENT APPLICATION 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120 of any United States application(s), or 365© of any PCT International application designating 
the United States of America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the 
prior United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112, I acknowledge the duty 
to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the 
prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of this application 



U.S. Patent Application or PCT Parent 
Number 



PCT/EP00/02501 



Parent Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



03/21/00 



Parent Patent Number 
(if applicable) 



□ 



Additional U.S. or PCT International application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet Patent and Trademark Office- 



SB/02B attached 



As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following registered practitioner(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected herewith. 



23387 



Ix] Customer Number 
OR 

I | Registered practitioner(s) name/registration number 
listed below 



Name 



Registration 
Number 



Name 




Registration Number 



Additional registered practitioner(s) named on supplemental Registered Practitioner Information sheet Patent and Trademark 
1 — 1 Office/SB/02C attached hereto. . . 



Direct all correspondence to: 



Customer Number 
or Bar Code Label 




OR Q] Correspondence address below 



Name 



Address 



^Address 



City 



Country 



State 



Telephone 



ZIP 



Fax 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and behef are 
believed to be true- and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



A Petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 
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PTO/SB/02A (3/97) 
Approved for use through 9/30/98. OMB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



DECLARATION 


ADDITIONAL INVENTOR(S) 
Supplemental Sheet 
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Name Of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: ( | A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 


Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name or Surname 


Bernd , 


Westerhoff 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: 
City 



88085 Langenargen 



State 



Country 



Germany 



Citizenship 



German 



Post Office 
Address 



Karl-Casper-Strasse 5 



Post Office 
Address 



City 



88085 Langenargen 



State 



ZIP 



88085 



Country Germany 



Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 



[ | A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: 
City 



State 



Country 



Citizenship 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office 
Address 



City 



State 



ZIP 



Country 



Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 



| | A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: 
City 



State 



Country 



Citizenship 



Post Office 
^Address 



Fost Office 
Address 



City 



State 



ZIP 



Country 



Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 



| | A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: 
City 



State 



Country 



Citizenship 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office 
Address 



City 



State 



ZIP 



Country 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.4 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required t complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 
20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



